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reflections on
tuesday night

‘1 HAVE TO SAY 1 WAS HAPPY TO HEAR THE
REFEREE'S FINAL WHISTLE!

Bristol Make A Point

TUESDAY NIGHT'S HOME CLASH
WITH BRISTOL CITY WAS ONE OF
OUR MOST DIFFICULT GAMES OF
THE SEASON AND CREDITTO
DANNY WILSON AND HIS SIDE,WHO
CAME HERE DETERMINED TO WIN
THE GAME AND IN THE PROCESS
KEEP THEIR OWN AUTOMATIC
PROMOTION HOPES ALIVE.

It certainly wasn't one of our better
performances of the season against
arguably the finest feotballing side to
visit Gresty Road - but cradit to the
players, who defended well under
pressure and didn't surrender what we
had after Kenny Lunt had given us a
first half lead from the penalty spot.

I don't think there are many who
would nol agree that Bristol City
deserved the draw for their second half
performance. Yes, it was a sloppy goal
we conceded to Christian Roberts and
we didn't create too much in the second
period, but we didn't lose the game to
one of our nearest rivals and they still
have to face Cardiff City on Tuesday. It
will certainly be an interesting climax to
the season and our own fate is still very
much in our own hands.

Dario Gradi was honest enough to
admit that he lo was relieved to hear
the final whistle and take a point from
Tuesday's game after a below par
second half performance at Gresty
Road.

*I'm pleased with the result because
we didnt play very well. It was always
going to be difficult without our full
backs but | had a choice to make and
decided to play Sodje and Foz as
defending full backs - said Dario.

*I could have played Vaughany at
left back and given us a better attacking
option but | wasn't sure he could cope
with Murray whereas | was pretty
confident Foz (Stephen Foster) would.
He did and we nullified his threat but
couldn't get our own passing game
going.

“We were trying to be too clever and
Kenny (Lunt) got more and more
intricate as the game went on and

eventually he lost his drive for it. That
was one of our match winners out of
the game and although Vaughany kept
going, it's hard sometimes because
Dean (Ashton) and Rodney (Jack)
sometimes play well together and
sometimes don't.

The boss added: "Rodney kept
playing out on the right wing and so
eventually | put him out there, but there
were too many of our players who didnt
play well enough to win us the match.

"We defended well though and
certainly kept our discipline. Bristol
didnt have any near misses and |
thought Clayton (Ince) should have done
better with the goal despite it being a
decent strike.

*So the way the game went | was
pleased with the draw in the end and |
have to say | was happy to hear the
referee's final whistle.”

With just four games remaining, the
Alex players know thzt nothing less than
three points will do this afteroon. Let
us hope that we can record a similar
result to the one we achieved at the
County Ground back in December. We
won 3-1 that day but we rode our luck
a little, with Andy King's side creating
and wasting a host of decent openings.

Your support was fantastic at
Blackpool and then again on Tuesday
night. Make as much noise as possible
and help the lads acquire those three
points we need.

‘Roherts’ eqrmma' was oe
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CREWE ALEXANDRA AND SWINDON TOWN HAVE ENJOYED SOME
MEMORABLE ENCOUNTERS OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS.THE
COUNTY GROUND IN SWINDON WAS THE VENUE FOR OUR FIRST
EVER GAME IN THE FIRST DIVISION - BUT THE HISTORIC DAY WAS
SPOILT BY A 2-0 DEFEAT IN AUGUST 1997.1IN THE SAME SEASON,
YOUNG KEVIN STREET AND COLIN LITTLE (PICTURED WINNING A
PENALTY AGAINSTTY GOODEN) SCORED THE GOALS IN A 2-0 HOME
WIN OVER TOWN. OVER THE YEARS, THE RESULTS HAVE BEEN
FAIRLY EVEN AND THE VISITORS WILL BE TRYING TO REVERSE THE
3-1 VICTORY WE ENJOYED BACK IN DECEMBER THIS AFTERNOON.

www.crewealex.net
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<% meet the opposition

' Swindon Town

IT'S A FUNNY STAGE OF THE
SEASON FOR SUPPORTERS AND
PLAYERS OF SWINDON TOWN FC.
SITTING IN 13TH POSITION IN THE
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION
TWO IT'S NOW MATHEMATICALLY
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE ROBINSTO
MAKE THE PLAY OFFS, BUT
HAVING ALREADY REACHED THE
MAGICAL 50 POINTS MARK
RELEGATION LOOKS VERY
UNLIKELY.

A season comfortably ensconced in
mid table in the Second Division might
have been more than fans of Swindon
could have dared to dream of in March
of last year when the club slipped into
administration.

It was the second time in two
seasons that the Robins had suffered
dire financial problems and their were
real fears that they could be the first
Football League club to go bust for
many years, especially when TV Digital
disappeared a few months later.

Swindon have survived though and
despite 3 poor slart to the season, the
Robins will play Division Two football
again next year with hopes of impacting
on the play off places.

Wins aver Bamsley (3-1) and
Chesterfield {4-2) in the first two games
of the season may have raised
supporters’ hopes a littie after a
summer of turmoil off the pitch, but
only one more victory in their next 12
games meant that the Robins occupied
a relegation place in mid October,

Form was patchy, but did improve
towards the end of the year and a 7
match unbeaten run at the beginning of
2003 was enough to ensure that the
Robins stayed above the dreaded drop
zone whilst others faltered.

A 2-1 win at the County Ground
against runaway league leaders Wigan
Athletic was the cream of the improved
results, although thrashings of Stockport
County (5-2) and Chesterfield (3-0) and
an excellent 1-0 away win at Tranmere
Rovers also showed that Andy King's
side were more than capable of
producing a result.

Recent form though has dipped

alarmingly and aithough 9 points clear
of the relegation places with 4 games 0
go should just about be enough, King
will not be impressed with one win from
the last 8 matches.

That solitary triumph was a 5-0
thumping of Notts County at the County
Ground, but defeats against the likes of
strugglers Huddersfield Town (0-1),
Cheltenham Town (0-3), Northampton
(0-1) and Mansfield Town (1-2) will not
have pleased Robins fans.

King will certzinly be demanding an
improvement from his players and,
although they come into today's game

with nothing really to play for, they will
be desperate to impress their manager
in order to secure their places in his
squad for next season. That makes
today's game a tough battle,

Although this may have been an
average season for Swindon a shining
light has been the form of striker Sam
Parkin. The 22 year oid arrived after
being allowed to leave Premiership
giants Chelsea, and his 24 goals in all
competitions may indicated that Claudio
Ranieri's policy of importing foreigners
galore, may have allowed an uncut
diamond tc slip through the net.

www.crewealex.net
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~k opps in focus

Swindon Town

BART GRIEMINK - GOALKEEPER

Giant keeper signed by former boss
Colin Todd on 2 free transfer in the
summer of 2000. Griemink is a former
Dutch Under-21 international who spent
a successful loan spell with The Robins
before eventually joining the club. He
originally came to English football in
1995 with Birmingham before following
Barry Fry to Peterborough United and
then moving on to Swindon Town.

GARETH EDDS - DEFENDER
21-year old Australian who, having
joined Swindon on a month's loan from
Nottingham Forest, before zgreeing a
12-month deal in the summer. Playsd

‘Malthew Heywood'

www.crewealex.net

nearly 40 games at Forest before joining
Town and has been excellent in the
right-back role.

ANDY GURNEY - DEFENDER

Andy joined Reading from Torquay in
January 1999 for £100,000 as an
attack-minded, right-sided defender who
can also play in midfield. He started his
career at hometown club Bristo! Rovers,
where he spent four seasons before
moving to Torquay for one year and
impressing during their surge to the
play-offs. Established a regular starting
place with Reading in 1999/2000 and
figured in the Royals' promotion push
last year before Andy King snapped him
up on a Bosman in the summer of
2001. Has been an integral part of
King's squad this season and is set to
continue as club captain.

MATTHEW HEYWOOD - DEFENDER
Heywood failed to break through at
Bumnley and, after being alerted as to
his availability, Andy King snapped him
up on a free transfer. What a signing
he's proved to be, and it was no
surprise that he swept the board in last
years Player of the Year Awards. The
tall defender has signed an extension to
his contract, much to the delight of
the fans.

STEFANI MIGLIORANZI -
MIDFIELDER

Miglioranzi is the product of the
American College football system in
which the most promising players are
drafted into Major League Soccer.
Stefani heiped St John's University win
the 1996 NCAA Division |
Championship and played for MLS team
Chicago Fire before joining Everton on
trial. The 22-year-old is a Brazilian born
American but holds an Italian passport
What's more, Migiioranzi is versatile;
and he can play in defence or as a
central midfielder.

STEVE ROBINSON - MIDFIELDER
Tough-tackling and energetic right-
footed midfield terrier signed from

Birmingham City for £50,000 in
February 2001, he was an automatic
choice for the Robins for the remainder
of that season. Found in the centre or
right of midfielder, Robinson likes to win
the ball and pass it on quickly. A former
Birmingham trainee, he broke into the
Blues team under Barry Fry before
moving on to the City Ground.

MATTHEW HEWLETT -
MIDFIELDER

An attacking central midfielder, Matt
Hewlett was once tipped for the top by
all at Ashton Gate. The former Bristol
City player was called inlo the England
Under 21 squad, but a number of

‘Sam Parkin’



Star Man

DANNY
INVINCIBILE
- MIDFIELD

Australian midfielder who
endeared himself to the fans
having been recommended to
Colin Todd by Harry Redknapp at
West Ham. Danny subsequently
joined the Robins on a free
transfer when Todd walched him
in a trial game.

The former Marconi Stallion and
Aussie Under-21 star is at his
maost dangerous when he is
running at defenders and he was
ever present again last season
with eight goals to his name: Has
recently turned down the chance
of a new contract with the club
and looks set to move on.

injuries curtailed his flourishing career. In
the end Hewlett made over 100
appearances for City, but left them to
join Town on a Basman in the summer
of 2000. Has been the midfield general
this time around and Town sorely miss
his presence when he's injured.

DARREN DYKES - MIDFIELDER

Darren was somewhat of an unknown
quantity having signed from Buckingham
Town. However, the youngster made a
huge impression when facing Didcot
Town in a pre-season friendly and he
was subseguently snzpped up in 3
matter of weeks. The central midfielder
has had trials with Spurs and Leyton
Orient, but after failing to secure a
contract had been helping out with his
father's business before he landed the
deal at Town,

ERIC SABIN - FORWARD

Faw had heard of the young
Frenchman when he joined the club last
summer, but he has brought a lot of flair
and excitement to Town's front line.
Sabin joined Town from French Second
Division club Wasquehall. He looks
particularly dangerous when the ball is
played behind the opposing defence for
he has blistering pace.

SAM PARKIN - FORWARD

Very young and very promising
forward who joined the club from
Chelsea on Thursday August 1, 2002.
The transfer followed months of
speculation, with Andy King, a huge fan
of the player, tracking him for several
months. Parkin joined the club from
Stamford Bridge where his development
was hindered by a glut of international
stars. However, whilst at the club he
joined several other clubs on loan and it
is with them that he built up 2
reputation as z lethal striker. Had a spell
at Millwall before enjoying loan spells at
Wycombe Wanderers, Oldham and
Northampton. Parkin tops the sconng
charts for the Robins with an impressive
23 league goals.

SWINDON TOWN

statistics

Ground:
The County Ground

Manager:
Andy King

Honours:
Football League Second Division
Champions in 1995-96

Football League Fourth Division
Champions in 1985-86

FA Cup: Best Semi-Final - 1910, 1912
League Cup: Winners in 1969

Youngest Player:
Paul Rideout 16 years 107 days Vs Hull
City, 29th November 1980.

Oldest Player:
Alex Ferguson, 43 years and 103 days
vs Bristol City, 1947

Most League Appearances:
John Trollcpe 770 between 1960-
1980

Most Capped Player:
Rod Thomas 30 (50) for Wales

Record Goalscorer:
216 league — Harry Morris from
1926-33

Record Win:
10-1 FA Cup 1st Round v Farnham U
Breweries 28th November 1925,

Record Defeat:
1-10 v Man City, FA Cup 4th Round,
25th January 1930

Last Season:
13th in Division Two
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club connections
BY LEIGH EDWARDS

*Swindon’s Iast victory at Gresty Road
saw Iffy Onoura score twica”

www.crewealex.net

‘FORMER SWINDON TOWN LEFT-BACK MARK
GARDINER HELPED CREWE ALEXANDRA TO
WIN PROMOTION IN 1988-89 AND 1993-94.

GOALS BY STEPHEN FOSTER, DEAN
ASHTON AND RODNEY JACK GAVE
CREWE ALEXANDRA A 3-1 SECOND
DIVISION VICTORY AT SWINDON
TOWN ON 21ST DECEMBER 2002.
KEVIN STREET AND SHAUN SMITH
SCORED TO GIVE CREWE A 2-1 WIN
ON SWINDON'S LAST LEAGUE VISIT
TO GRESTY ROAD IN SEPTEMBER
1999. SWINDON'S LAST LEAGUE
WIN HERE WAS 2-0 IN NOVEMBER
1998 WITH TWO GOALS FROM IFFY
ONUORA.

PROMOTION WINNER

Former Swindon Town left-back Mark
Gardiner helped Crewe Alexandra to win
promotion in 1988-89 and 1993-94.
Signing professional at the County
Ground in October 1984, he was a
member of Swindon's 1985-86 Fourth
Division title squad and scored once in
ten League games for today's visitors
prior to joiming Torquay United in
February 1987. He joined Crewe in
August 1988 and also helped Dario
Gradi's side to reach the play-offs in two
consecutive seasons, netting 35 goals in
193 League outings before moving to
Frederikstad in June 1995,

CUP HERO

One-time Crewe Alexandrz central
defender Colin Prophett was ever-
present for Swindon Town in 1976-77.
Moving to the County Ground from
Norwich City in September 1974, he
starred as Swindon took West Ham and
Everton to FA Cup fourth round replays
in 1874-75 and 1976-77 respectively
and netted ten times in 160 Third
Division games prior to joining
Chesterfield in September 1978. He
joined Crewe in October 1979 and was
ever-present in 1980-81, scoring once
in 79 League outings while at Gresty
Road before meving to Cardiff City as
reserve team coach in July 1981.

WAR-TIME FOOTBALL

Former Swindon Town inside-forward
Fred Chandler played for Crewe
Alexandra either side of the Second
World War. Moving to the County

Ground from Blackpool in May 1936,
he played alongside Jimmy Cookson in
Swindon's attack and netted seven goals
in 21 Third Division (South) games for
today's opponents prior to joining Crewe
in May 1937. He formed a notable left-
wing partnership with Matt Johnson and
played for the Alex in war-time foothall,
scoring 22 times in 80 League outings
while at Gresty Road before retiring in
May 15647,

LEADING MARKSMAN

Former Crewe Alexandra striker Keith
East was Swindon Town's leading
marksman in 1965-66. Moving to the
County Ground from Portsmouth in May
1964, he partnered the likes of Don
Rogers and Mike Summerbes in
Swindon's attack and netted 21 goals in
45 |League games for today's visitors
prior to joining Stockport County in
December 1966. He joined Crewe from
Northampton Town in July 1871 and
briefly played alongside Stan Bowles,
scoring eight times in 34 Fourth
Division outings while at Gresty Road
before moving to Folkestone in June
1972.

WING WIZARD

Winger Tommy Weale played for both
Swindon Town and Crewe Alexandra
during his career. Moving to the County
Ground from Folkestone in July 1929,
he made his League debul in Swindon's
4-1 defeat at Fulham on New Years Day
1930 and scorad in his only other first
team appearance for the Robins in their
4-1 reverse al Watford three months
later. He joined Crewe In July 1931 and
created numerous chances for the likes
of Jimmy McConnell and Bert Swindells,
netting 27 goals in 101 Third Division
(North) outings while at Gresty Road
prior to joining Burniey in February
1934.

TITLE TRIUMPH

Former Crewe Alexandra striker Peter
Coyre featured prominently in Swindon
Town's 1985-86 Fourth Division title
triumph. Moving to Gresty Road from
Ashton United in August 1977, he was



Crewe’s leading marksman in two
consecutive seasons and netted 47
gozls in 134 Fourth Division games
prior to joining Hyde United in July
1981. He reunited with Lou Macari at
Swindon in August 1984 and also
featured in their 1986-87 promation
campaign, scoring 30 times in 110
League outings for today's opponents
befare moving to Colne Dynamoes in
July 1990,

TOP SCORER

One-time Crewe Alexandra inside-
forward Tommy Armstrong was Swindon
Town's top scorer in 1933-34. Moving
to the County Ground from Airdrie in
July 1933, he scored on his League
debut in Swindon's 2-1 win at Newport
County a2 month later and netted 30
goals in 64 Third Division (South)
games for today's opponents prior to
joining Crewe in July 1935, He
partnered Bert Swindelis in attack and
featured prominently as the Alex won
the Welsh Cup in two consecutive
seasons, scoring ten times in 68 League
outings while at Gresty Road.

EVER-PRESENT

Former Swindon Town lefi-half Teddy
Ware was ever-present as Crewe
Alexandra finished eighth in the Third
Divisicn (North) in 1937-38. Moving to
the County Ground from Clapton Orient
in July 1936, he contested a first-team
slot with Stan Wilcockson and made
five Third Division (South) appearances
for Swinden prior to joining Crewe on a
frea transfer in July 1937, He formed
an effective half-back line with Gardner
Blake and John Scott, playing 61
League games while at Gresty Road
until retiring during the Second World
War.

MANAGING TO SUCCEED

Maurice Lindley managed both
Swindon Town and Crews Alexandra
during his career. Previously a defender
with Everton, he joined Swindon as a
coach in July 1951 and succeeded
Louis Page as their manager from May
1953 and May 1955. He replaced

Raiph Ward as Crewe's boss and was in
charge at Gresty Road between luly
1955 and July 1958. Former Northern
Ireland international goalkeeper Harry

‘The wild permed one. Robbie Savage
in action against Swindon Town.'

Gregg was Crewe's manager from
January 1975 until July 1978 and later
assisted Lou Macari at Swindon during
the mid-Eighties.

5
b"r/

LEAGUE RECORD AGAINST SWINDON TOWN

P w D

HOME 9 6
AWAY ) (1)

£ 1
TOTAL 19 9 |

L F A
3 15 8
b 7 11
9 22 19
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JUST WHEN IT APPEARED THAT DAVID WRIGHT WAS
ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY, WE HAVE BEEN DEALT
THE NEWS THAT HE IS SET TO MISS THE
REMAINDER OF THE SEASON.THE FIRST CHOICE
RIGHT-BACK WAS ALL SETTO RETURN TO THE FIRST-
TEAM SQUAD THIS WEEK, BUT HE SUFFERED
ANOTHER INJURY SET-BACK OUT ON THE TRAINING
PITCH AND HE WENT FOR A SCANON A
PROBLEMATIC THIGH MUSCLE. UNFORTUNATELY,
THE RESULTS HAVE REVEALED A TEAR, WHICH WILL
RULE HIM OUT OF THE ALL-IMPORTANT RUN-IN.

‘The tests have revealed a tear and so | am not expecting
David Wright to play again this season — said Dario,

“It's not the kind of thing that can be operated on and it
will just be 2 case of resting it and let time be the healer.”

Wright has played in just one of the last ten matches
after suffering a re-occurrence of the injury in the 4-2 home
win over Wycombe Wanderers on March 4th,

The loss of Wright is made worse by the fact that his
replacement Chris McCready will also miss the remainder of
the season after undergoing knee surgsry.

After discussion with specialist Dai Rees, the unlucky
McCready underwent surgery and is currently recovering
well at the club’s Reaseheath Training Ground.

‘They Said It’

=

“Good teams will always hurt you at “If it goes to the wire, so be it. I “When Sam (Hammam) rings me, |
any time in the game, whether its the you had said at the start of the season just try and ignore it because knowing
68th minute or the 90th. They will that we would be going into the last him he could be up to anything. He
atways hurt you and that's what you game of the season needing to beat enjoys playing mind games.”
are up against with Crewe.” Crewe 1o get promotion 1 think we - Dario Gradi tells Sky Sports, he is

- Blackpool boss Steve McMahon wouid have taken that.” playing it nice and cool during the
was inspired by Crewe's work ethic. ~ Umm, should we believe Cardiff's  run-in.

Graham Kavanagh or not?

BULLET POINTS:

= Wnight and McCready out for the season through injury. Supporters are renninded that they can only purchase a mateh ticket for the final game of the
season (Catdiff) i they have a customer number I

'- www.crewealex.net



Crewe’s New Reebok Away Shirt

THIS IS THE FIRST o e e = e

PICTURE RELEASED OF : P ¥ T e :

THE NEW CREWE

ALEXANDRA AWAY SHIRT. _ ‘ : _
SMART ISN'T IT? | 47 e A P &

“The Doorman’ Richard : e AR RADULJ’SMJ!JTH £38 G9
Walker kindly took time out AT ST T L ohr — S | el CIQILDQEN'S £25 99
before the Bristol City game ' o e _'.'-' r :
to model the new Reebok
away shirt at the Alexandra ; ® 4
Stadium. Subscribers to Wk AR : «hg - : LT OUTH . £19.99
Crewe Alex World were lucky | SIS fﬁ} § C“[I.DRE“':_S <£1499 ¢
enough to view the strip in oy, P
advance and cne lucky
viewer will claim the very - 29 \ g 2 : :
first shirt off the conveyor R o ; e SRR ADULTS £8.99
beit. T P CHILDREN’S £6.99

At the moment on the e ' g A L
club’s official web site, we
are offering one subscriber
the opportunity to own the
new shirt before it officially
goes on sale on Thursday
24th Apnl. If you are
interested in entering the
competition, we will be
announcing the winner on
Monday afternoon, so you
still have a chance of
winning this fabulous prize.

Click onto
www.crewealex.net. for more
details.

The new Crewe Alex away
shirt will be on sale in the
club shop from Thursday.

Therefore, the shop will be

closed on Wednesday 23rd

April — but the Ticket Office
will be open for business as
usual.

On the day of the official
launch the Club Shop will be
open from 9am to 7pm to
allow you more time to
purchase the new strip after
work.

& Crewe hopetul that Paul Tiemey will be back In contention tonight. The on-loan Manchester United star has missed the last Thiee ames because of 3 thigh
sirain obtained on intemational duty. Crewe look 2,384 to Blackpool -~ biggest away following al Bloomfield Rd this season,

www.crewealex.net




Player-of-the-Year
Awards Night

TICKETS ARE SELLING EXTREMELY FAST
FOR THIS EVENT AND ARE NOW
AVAILABLE FROM THE CREWE
ALEXANDRA CLUB SHOP OR YOU CAN
PHONE PROMOTIONS MANAGER MARTIN
ROBBINS ON 01270 213014 EXT 108.

The club will be hosting their first Player-of-
the-Year awards night on Saturday 31st May
2003. The not-to-be-missed event will take
place in the Signals Lounge at the Alexandra
Stadium and will consist of a cabaret and
dinner,

For just £30 a ticket or £240 for a pre-
booked table of eight, you will enjoy a four-
course meal, cabaret entertainment starting
television star Martin Lambert, a disco and
late bar.

You can now vote for your choice of Player-
of-the-Season by filling in one of the voting slips
that can be found in the club shop and various

BULLET POINTS:

* Stefan Oakes agrees 10 estend his loan deal until the end of the season. Crewe’s new away shirt 1o g0 on sale on Thursday 24th Apdl.

L £ www.crewealex.net




Great news for Alex fans. Bad news for filling stations.

Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5dr - 64 mpg*

* Met Paint * Air Con ® Twin Airbogs * E/Windows & Mirrors ® CD » Alarm * Remote Locking ® PAS * Centre Armrest

L. C. Charles 01270 507080 (",

Third Avenue, Weston Road, Crewe

www.lccharles,vollcswagen co. uli B 5 ansvhom e e S haiokon sempcies oy

RECRUITING NOW
Apply Within

211306 Town Centre

586018 Drive Through

BUY 2 BIG MACS™ McDonald's
FOR ONLY Redeemable only at McDonald’s, )

Drive-Thru, Macon Way, Crewe

L

L]

L

L]

]

L}

: »)

! to be retamed by McDonald's.

[ '
! UNTIL END OF 2002/03 SEASON -

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Not to be used in conunction with any other offer.
Only one voucher to be used per person per visit.
This promoton apphes only to stated items, No
substitutions are permitted

All offers are subject 10 availabity, This voucher is




KINDERTONS
ACCIDENT
MANAGEMENT

Recovery’

- WS
FislE

Hire vehicles are readily
available, so we’re able to
provide a ‘substitute’
when you need it most

Tel: 01270 500900

or visit our website
www.Kindertons.co.uk




Passionate About Your Foothall?

SUBSCRIBERS TO CREWE ALEX WORLD WERE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO
VIEW THE NEW CREWE ALEXANDRA AWAY SHIRT DAYS BEFORE ITS OFFICIAL
LAUNCH ON APRIL 24TH. ONE LUCKY SUPPORTER EVEN HAD THE UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THE SHIRT WELL IN ADVANCE OF IT GOING ON SALE
NEXT WEEK.WE RAN A SPECIAL COMPETITION FOR OUR CREWE ALEX WORLD
SUBSCRIBERS AND THE PRIZE TO OWN THE FIRST AWAY SHIRT TO COME OFF
THE CONVEYOR BELT AT THE REBOOK FACTORY. L
Our thanks go to Reebok for their continued support of Crewe Alexandra Football Club R,

over the last few seasons and we must thank all those

supparters, who have supported the official web site this year SHIRTS FOR HEROES Rechoki </
and we promise you that next season it be a good site better! et ~

At the moment we are offening any new subscribers a2 chance y
to claim a new blue or white away shirt from the 2002/2003
season or a reduction for those loyal Crewe Alex World
subscribers.

We will be running more special offers and giving our
existing World subscribers a very special gift to mark our first
year since our launch, so keep clicking and if you haven't
subscribed yet, then really you should

Not only are we offering you 14 months subscription to our
exciting new state of the art Intemet TV Station for the price of
just 12 months, but we will are also offering an amazing deal
on the White and Blue Crewe Alexandra FC Away Shirts from
seasons 2001-03.

. T T . e i e

Crewe Alex World is quickly becoming a must have service
for supporters of Crewe Alexandra both locally, and for those
living in exile, and subscribers are already in their hundreds
spreading across the country and as far away as Singapore,
Hong Kong and Canada.

The official site also offers you the chance to stay in touch
with our unbeatable SMS Text service. All you have to do is text
the words ‘Crewe on’ to B2222 and then you will receive all
the breaking news and guotes straight to your mobile. There is
also all the latest promotion betting odds at
www.thealexbet.co.uk as well as a chance to win a £1 million
on our Strikers Million competition!

CREWE AWAY KIT LAUNCHED 23,0303 /<)

THE DEAL IS SPLIT INTO THREE:

* NEW SUBSCRIBERS * NEW SUBSCRIBERS * CURRENT SUBSCRIBERS

(14 months for the price of 12 @£34.99) (7 months for the price of 6 @ £19.99) Meanwhile, current subscribers will
if you subscribe NOW 1o our 14 If you subscribe NOW to our 7 be able to purchase any blue or white

month for the price of 12 subscription month for the price of 6 subscription to = Crewe Alexandra away shirt 2001-03

to Crews Alex World offer, you wili Crewe Alex World offer, you can for just £20

receive 2 FREE Crewe Alexandra away purchase Crewe Alexandra away kit in *subject to availabitty

shirt in your thoice of size and colour your choice of size and colour (Blue or

(Blue or White Season 2001-03) White 2001-03) for just £10

*suliject 1D availahility *sutyect to avadlatality

This is part of an ongoing rewards scheme for our existing subscribers, which will get even better in the next few months.
Look out on the official site www.crewealex.net for more great offers

www.crewealex.net
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something for the
away fans

Introducing Crewe Alexandra

GOALKEEPERS

Clayton Ince (13) - The Trinidad
and Tobago keeper has just helped the
club to a new club record of 23 clean
sheets this season. The most recent
coming at Blackpool last weekend. Was
disappointed with the one he conceded
in mid-week but has been in excellent
form.

Ademola Bankole (1) - The former
QPR keeper has kept four clean-sheets
this season and has featured in eight
games.

Stuart Tomlinson (22) - The 2nd
year scholar made his league debut this
season in a 3-1 win at Oldham.

DEFENDERS

David Wright (2) - The Warrington
born defender is unlikely ta play a2gain
this season after suffering a thigh injury.

Paul Tierney (29) - The talented
left-back is currently on loan from
Manchester United for the season and
is an Republic of lreland Under-21 star,
Struggling to be fit due to a thigh strain,

David Walton (5) -The former
Shrewsbury and Sheffield United
defender is currently out of contract in
the summer and we could lose him on
a Bosman free. Has enjoyed a virtually
injury free season and scored his only
goal of the campaign against Mansfield.

Richard Walker (3) - Rich has
established himself in the back four this
season. Got over an early red card
agains! Wigan to make nearly 40
appearances this season.

Stephen Foster (6) - The Warrington
youngster is currently playing at left-
back and remains a threat from set-
plays, scoring four times in 39
appearances so far.

Efe Sodje (16) — The Nigsrian World
Cup defender is operating as a right-
back in the absence of David Wright
and Chris McCready. He has scored
twice this season, inciuding an injury-
time equaliser against Bourmemouth in
the FA Cup.

www.crewealex.net

MIDFIELDERS

Neil Sorvel (12) - The former
Macclestield midfieider is in his
second spell at Crewe and has been
in good form in recent waeks. Sorvs is
the team’s unsung hero, who pops up
in both penalty areas. Has scored
twice this season against
Northampton and Port Vale

Dave Brammer (8) -The former
Port Vale and Wrexham midfielder is
the current club captain and has
made 45 appearances so far this
season, scoring twice from the penalty
spot.
Kenny Lunt (4) — The Runcomn-
born midfielder has scored eight times
this season, which has included our
last two goals against Blackpool and
Bristol City. The former England Youth
Iinternational is the creator of the side
but he was substituted on Tuesday. An
ever present so far this season.

Ben Rix (19) - The
Wolverhampton youngster broke into
the firsi-team last season and has
made 24 appearances this season and
has recently retumed to first-team
action after an ankle injury.

David Vaughan (14) - The Welsh
Under-21 winger is one of the most
creative players at the club. He has
also filled in at left-back this season
and made 30 appearancss this
campaign. So far, he has scored four
goals this season, most recently at
Luton in a comfortable 4-0 victory.

Lee Bell (20) - The Alsager based
youth made his full debut against
Blackpool in the LDV and opened his
goalscoring account against Colchester
United back in August with a real
thunderbolt. Bell started games against
Wigan and Wycombe but has been on
the bench since,

FORWARDS

Rodney Jack (11) - The St.Vincent
International has been in good goal
scoring form this season and has
reached the 16 goai mark already. The

former Torquay-man has been in great
form of late playing alongside Dean
Ashton, scoring at Luton and then the
winner against Stockport.

Rob Hulse (9) — The local lad tops
the goal scaring charts for the club with
26 goals in just 35 staris. Has had a
frustrating time with a groin strain but
has shaken that off and looks ready for
the run-in.

Dean Ashton (10) - As a key
member of the England Under-20 side,
Ashton has hit an impressive number of
goals in his relatively short career. Has
16 goals in just 27 starts this season.

Steve Jones (17) - The unlucky
Irishman was in fine form before injury
struck against Wycombe. A badly
gashed eye and damage to his
cheekbone ruled him for @ number of
games bul he made his return against
Bristo! City on Tuesday.




The official Crewe Alex

mobile phone

covers now available

only £14.99

available for 3310/3330 and 8210

simply call
0870 906 4222

and have it delivered
to your door, or visit
the Club Shop today

Accessorias will be supphed on behalt of Crewe Alexandra Football Club Limited (01270 213014 &t 101) by Dextrz
Accessones Limited, Caudwell Tower, Weston Road, Crewe, Chashira, CW1 EBU. Tel - G8703 084 222. Thas offer is only
open 1o UK resdents holding a credit or debit card regsiered o a UK address. All prices ndicated ars inclusive of VAT
Delivery will cost £1.99; normally taking place within 5 days. If products are out of stock we will defiver within 28 days.
(subject 10 stock availability from manutacturer). Delivery can only be made 10 the registered address of the credt or
debit card used Customers have the nght 1o ¢anced the erder up 1o 7 working days aher receipt of goods. Confirmation
of cancellaton is required in writing at the above address; terms and conditions are available upon request. All products
carry a 12 month warranty call 08709 064 222 10 speak 10 a customer serice advisor. These conditions are m addtion
10 your statutory rights




end of season run-in |

The Pressure Cooker

ITIS GETTING HOT IN HERE! HERE ARE THE REMAINING FIXTURES OF
CREWE CLOSEST RIVALS.WIGAN ATHLETIC, THE OUTSTANDING SIDE OF
THE SECOND DIVISION MAY HAVE THE TITLE ALL BUT SOWN UPR, BUT
THAT SECOND AUTOMATIC PLACE IS STILL VERY MUCH UP FOR GRABS.
IT LOOKS LIKE GOING RIGHT TO THE WIRE AND POSSIBLY THAT FINAL
GAME AGAINST CARDIFF CITY ON MAY 3RD.WHAT YOU THINK?

‘Crewe face a lricky away Lrip Lo
Loftus Road on Apni 26th’

L9 www.crewealex.net
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Join Cheshire’s fastest growing
recruitment agency and start

. FLT Drivers .
- Press Operatives
. lLabourers

: rs
. Container Unloade

more vacancies available

Full or : Best Transport
parttime | Oe N rates N R B o
hours around contracts

= Regency Court, 36 High Street, Crewe CW2 7BN

INADVANCIY 01270

rensonnet Lmten = 213113

www.advancepersonnel.co.uk

footb;

HE@2

ENGIAND

in our factory sho

suits trom only £49 .95
jacketS uptoss™ frome39.9s
trousers trome19.05
dinner suits  tromc89.9s
overcoats from £69.95

« Large FREE car park

* Most major credit
cards accepted

Open Mon-Sat 9-5

LAY
fairway gz

quality menswear at affordable prices
Beam Heath Way, (Off Middlewich Road), Nantwich

FoothallFoundation
football’s biggest supporter
Helpline 0800 0277766 www.footballfoundation.org.uk




my personal view

EY HAROLD FINCH Club Historian

On Manchester United’s Serial Prankster

IN RECENT WEEKS, WHEN
LISTENING TO LIVE COVERAGE OF
PREMIER LEAGUE GAMES, IT HAS
BEEN VERY NOTICEABLE THAT
COMMENTATORS HAVE BEEN
HIGHLY CRITICAL OF THE MATCH
REFEREES.THE NUMBER OF
CONTENTIOUS DECISIONS BEING
AWARDED T0, OR MADE AGAINST
TEAMS, AND IF ONE HAD EITHER
THE TIME OR INCLINATION OVERA
SEASON,WOULD IF A DOSSIER BE
KEPT THEN IT WOULD MAKE
INTERESTING READING.

Dismissals and penalty awards are
extremely high on the list and no doubt
as the final games of the Season are
played, then the destination of points
could be decided on such issues. Some
penaity awards are indisputable but
there are also others when there 1s more
than an element of doubt.

In the recent Chariton v Leeds fixture
there was an interesting situation. Leeds
were awarded two spot kicks, the first
was taken by their regular taker, the
second was used as a means, it could
be said for Mark Viduka to complete his
hat trick. As most of us have observed,
it is often harder to score the third goal
in a hat trick then either the first or
second. Had a Viduka penalty come at
a time when scores were level, would
he have been allowed to convert -
Maybe!

When Everton had made their
planned for a trip to China during the
closed season, they came to a sudden
halt when the SARS illness caused
them to abandon their plans. Stockport
County aiso due 1o go to China have
said their own tour will still go ahead.
Other top teams contemplating such a
trip may have o reconsider,

Once again, an individual, already
well known in sporting circles had
gained further publicity for ancther of
his stunts. The latest was at Old
Trafford, in this one he was not alone,
he managed to get 2 posed group
photograph on the pitch. To an
observant eye it would have been noted

www.crewealex.net

that not all of them were wearing
identical kit.

For this latest stunt, Manchester
United have already announced that
they will impose a life ban on those
who perpetrate it. Additionally details
have aiso been placed with the Grealer
Manchester Police Authority, there could
now be further consequences for Karl
Power znd his colleagues.

Wimbledon FC must be hoping that
in their remaining games at Selhurst
Park that they will have al least one
reasonable attendance there before they
make their move to the National Hockey
Stadium at Milton Keynes ready for next
Season. For the visit of possible play off
candidate Sheffield United, the gate for
that home game was only 1325. How
reminiscent that figure seems o be even
thinking back to the pre Dario era at
Gresty Road.

It was announced that of that small
total, the visitors brought 533
supporters down from Yorkshire, that
left a figure of 792 made up of Lheir
own supporters and of course any

neutrals who may have been present.
When thinking of the costs of policing
and stewarding it cannot be particularly
rewarding for those who are running
Wimbledon Football Club.

At the start of the current season
you will probably recall that Boston
Unitad started with a points deficit due
to disciplinary action over financial
irregularities. They are now in credit but
thal threat of relegation is still there. My
reason for mentioning this, was the
announcement that in the Greek
League, loannina, a First Division side
had 75 points deducted as penally for
the ciub debts. They are now relegated,
as the 19 points the had, means that
the are now minus 56. If Boston United
had been treated in the same way they
would be minus 35.

Manchester United after that 3-1
reverse against Real Madrid know they
have an uphill task, they cannot afford
to concede an early goal in the second
leg. They did have a real confidence
boost with that 6-2 win at St. James
Park.

‘Seral prankster Karl Power has been

banned from Ofd Trafford for Life’
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All round performance from
Blue Bell Crewe
Here at Bue Bel we recognse thatbuyig acar s ome
of the most mportant finanaal decsons you can make.
Trat s why our team is devoled o helping and supporing
our cusiomers, both n choosing the nght BVIW and aiso long
So for the best advice on af fwngs BMW make sure you
vist Biue Bel.
At Blue Bell BMW we offer the
following range of services:
= BMW New Car Sales
« BMW Approved Usaed Cars
- BMW Bikes
« BMW Approved Bodyshop

LIBERTY SPORTS

& LEISURE

YOU'RE LOCAL INDEPENDENT SPORTS RETAILER

“\ . (2 J metrark ROCKPORT"
adidas

ALSO SUPPLY FOOTBALL KITS FROM
8 YEARS TO ADULTS
(FOR LOCAL LEAGUE TEAMS)

3 VICTORIA CENTRE, CREWE, CHESHIRE CW1 2PU
OPPOSITE WH Smirhs AND NEAR Asda

Tel: 01270 250100

OPENING TIME: Mon- Sat  9am-5.30pm

B|B|CLY.\sl[eRy[0] 4=

It’s your voice for local support

Call us after the game on 01782
208008

Saturday Sports Plus 2.00p.m. to 6.00p.m.
Tuesday Sports Plus 7.00p.m. to 10.00p.m.
Friday Footbal Show 6.00p.m. to 7.00p.m.
Phone-in number: 01782 208(
E-mail: Radio.stoke@bbc.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/stoke

Follow The Alex
with Graham McGar:

946 FM 1503 M

. first choice — first class S
suppliers of the

crewe alexandra
team & supporters coaches

® 12-57 Seater Coaches ®
e Executive Cars & Coaches with air conditioning @

s Personal & professional service o
Quality Coach Travel for
Business & Pleasure

01782 - 522 101
Fax 01782 - 522 363

Email: business@bakerbus.co.uk
Web Site: http//iwww bakerbus.co.uk
Spring Grove, Congleton Road, Biddulph,
Stoke-on-Trent ST8 7RQ
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seasonal awards

And The Nominees Are..

IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN
WHEN YOUR VOTES WILL DECIDE
THE OUTCOME OF THE 2002/2003
SEASONAL AWARDS.WE WANT
YOUR OPINIONS ON ABSOLUTELY
EVERYTHING! WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU TO DECIDE ON
EVERYTHING FROM YOUR CHOICE
OF PLAYER-OF-THE-SEASONTO
THE WORST PERFORMANCE AWAY
FROM THE ALEXANDRA STADIUM?
WE WANT TO KNOW WHO IS
UNSUNG HERO OF THE CREWE
SIDE OR WHO YOU THINK HAS
BEEN THE OUTSTANDING
YOUNGSTER FOR THE
RAILWAYMEN THIS SEASON?

Of course, there are still a few games
to go and someone may emerge (o
change your mind at the very last
minute — but we would like to bring you
all the results in the final matchday
programme on 3rd May when Cardiff
City visit us on the final day. Therefore,
the final date for entry is Monday 28th
of April.

All you have to do is have a look at

www.crewealex.net

these suggestions, have a good think
about it and either drop us an e-mail at
rwilson@crewealex.nat or write to us at
the Alexandra Stadium. We'd love you
to play your part by voling in the
following categories and giving us your
reasons behind your selection. It really
isn't as easy as you think!!

PLAYER OF THE SEASON

Who do you think has stood out for
us this season? There are a few
nominees too. How about Dave
Brammer, Kenny Lunl, Rob Huilse,
Stephen Foster, Clayton Ince or even
young David Vaughan to name but a
few?

Please note that this award is for the
web-site Player-of the Year and not the
clubs official award that will present
on May 31st.

YOUNG PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Strictly for those Crewe players who
have emerged from our Academy in the
last couple of seasons. So has any
young player caught your eye in the

"Clayton Ince's has helped the club to a

new clean sheet record)”

‘Kenny Lunt has scored same memorable
goals this ceason’

first-team or on those cold momings at
Reaseheath watching the Academy lads
or even those in Steve Holland's Youth
team? Here are a few suggestions to
help you. Ashton, Rix, Vaughan, Bell,
Platt, Wilson, Edwards, Roberis and
Tomlinson.

UNSUNG HERO

What about Wrighty, Rich Walker or °
The General' Walts at the back or how
about Neil Sorvel or youngsters Rix or
Bell in midfield.

BEST ATMOSPHERE AT GRESTY
ROAD

Of course the final game againsl
Cardiff could in fact shade it - but
which game stands out the most for
you? Despite the result the



Bournemouth Cup replay was
something special. Bristol City certainly
made some noise on Tuesday and the
Wigan game was huge. Or how about
the derby encounters with the Vale or
Stockport County.

BEST GOAL

There is certainly quite a few to
choose from in this category! Lunt's
well-taken goal at Stockport, Sorvel's
opener at Northampton or Lee Bell's
wonderful strike against Colchester
United. How about Rodney Jack's
superb individual goal at Cheltenham,
or Hulse's late header at Vale Park?

Jonah's fabulous curler at Colchester
back in January, Lunt’s free kick at
Mansfield or Deano's FA Cup winner at
Port Vale are also contenders.

'Rob Earnshaw - The Welsh wonder scored
a late brace at Niman Park’

‘A cold night m Shrewsbury was one 1o forget

r—-

)

BEST HOME AND AWAY

PERFORMANCE

The B-0 hammering of Doncaster
Rovers in the LDV, a comfortable 2-0
win over QPR, the wins over Wycombe,
Blackpool and Tranmere at home or
Oidham, Plymouth, Luton, Mansfield,
Stockport, Man City or any of the Port
Vale games. I'm sure we may have
missed a few as well,

WORST HOME AND AWAY
PERFORMANCE

Can you ever forget Notts County,
Peterborough, Luton, Plymouth, Vale,
Wigan or Oldham at home or
Northampton, Peterborough, Wigan,
Bournemouth or that dreadful night at
Shrewsbury? Not easy is it? Decisions,
decisions...

BEST OPPOSING PLAYER

Who's put in the most impressive
performance against us this season?
Robbie Eamshaw’s two goals in the last
five minutes, Brian Tinnion at Ashton

Gate, Oldham's Wayne Andrews, Posh's
Leon McKenzie, Wade Eliiott of
Bournemouth, Jason De Vos or the
Notts County pairing of Stallard and
Allsop?

BEST CHANT

Just the clean ones, please. Maybe
one to do with the boss, an ex-player or
one of your favourite players.

BEST MOMENT

Sodie’s last minute header against
Bournemouth in the FA Cup was a
pretty special moment. Lunty’s winner
at Blackpool, The winning goals at Vale
Park, Jack's 27-second opener at
Manchester City or Bell's first ever goal
for the club. Of course, all will be
surpassed if we can promotion at the
end of the season.

You can keep up 1o date with all the
voting via Crewe Alexandra’s Official
web-site at www.crewealex.net. Get
voting.

www.crewealex.net |2 =



STEPHEN FOSTER




‘CALM PLAYERS PLAY CALM FOOTBALL.

Seventh Heaven For Lunt

KENNY LUNT'S SEVENTH GOAL OF
THE SEASON WAS ENOUGHTO
GIVE CREWE ALEXANDRA
ANOTHER THREE POINTS ON OUR
TRAVELS AT BLACKPOOL.IT WAS
OUR 15TH AWAY VICTORY OF THE
SEASON IN ALL COMPETITIONS,
WHICH IS YET ANOTHER CLUB
RECORD AND ONE WHICH HAS
SEEN US INVOLVED IN THE
PROMOTION TRAIL FOR MUCH OF
- THE SEASON. HERE IS WHAT THE
PAPERS MADE OF THE CLASH AT
BLOOMFIELD ROAD.IT REALLY
DOES LOOK LIKE GOING TO THE
WIRE...

Dario Gradi wants no less than a
100% record for Crewe until the end of
the season in their bid to secure
promaotion. Kenny Lunt's goal made it
four consecutive wins and the Alex
manager is determined that form will
continue,

Gradi said: “Promotion is 2 simple
issue. We've five games left and if we
win them all we go up.”

Blackpool boss Steve McMahon
commented: “| thought we did well
against a good side, who have a good
work and footballing ethic.”

- THE DAILY STAR

“| thought we did well against a
good side with 2 good work ethic.
Sadly, our season fell away a bit and |
have been left filling round holes in
square pegs.”

- MCMAHON IN THE TIMES

“We had many chances and for a
long time it appeared that our luck
might not be in, but we kept our cool,
It as & hard game and we are delighted
to have won.

- DARIO IN THE TIMES

Crewe boss Dario Gradi emphasised
the need to stay level-headed as his
side remained on the promotion trail
with a hard fought win. Kenny Lunt's
goal keeps the Alex in pole position to
clinch second place and Gradi said:

www.crewealex.net

“We kept our cool. | spend all week
keeping players calm because calm
players play calm football.”

-THE MIRROR

Kenny Lunt gave 3 master class in
finishing to edge Crewe closer to a
return to Division One. The midfielder is
a member of the Railwaymen's
coaching staff and takes charge of the
clubs Under-19s (he doesn't!)

And he gave a lesson in composure
to settle this game at Bloomfield Road,
taking Rob Hulse's 63th minute lay-off

before beating Phil Barnes at his near
post.

Lunt said: “I've been looking to score
more and it was great to get such an
important one here. Promotion has
been our aim all season, and with five
matches to go, we need to keep on
wining.”

He added: "It looked as if it might be
one of those days when we would not
score but teams have scored against us
late on so we just had to keep going.”

- THE SUN

. ‘Blackpool boss Steve
- McMahon admires
Crewe's work ethic”




Registered Osteopaths

Trained 1o reduce pain and improve mobility

Adam M Tilstone | {!
I){ ) Pl'l lr\r‘irtnr BUP}.’X j"f\,_
W Jason Le Roy "
BSc Hons Ost
Patricia Scrivener
DO (Cranial)

Suc Coupe

BSc Hons (st

e

THEN COME TO THE WALLPAPER SUPERSTORE WITH
2 FLOORS OF THE BIGGEST & BEST CHOICE OF WALLPAPER
AT DISCOUNT PRICES

12729

/

Alse recopmised by most ather

leading Insurance companies

lerneral Osteopalise {wencil

<N

BORDERS FROM 25p
N For treatment of: WALLPAPERS FROM 50p
L § Backache, Sciatica, Headaches, Stress,
\_ § Arthritis, Joint Pains, Sore Muscles,
%—\ Pulled Ligaments, Sports Injuries THOUSANDS OF PAINT COLOUES FROM
._\ DULUX — CROWN AND LEYLAND PAINTS
\) Monday Bam-Gpm
\ Tues Thars Sam-Spen : :
% Foidey S e OPENING TIMES :
| \ a...u:'q ﬁam-.:pm ) - | MON-SAT 8.00am - 5 30pm WS e
b\ ‘_74 ?7&1(.*! _:.'/_ZM ((Jnv | RS- 10 N _ - R
19 Pﬂ!ur} Streer, Nanmwich CW5 5BZ . = 1 . I : ‘U o F )
Tel: 01270 629933 & S
c m.n;'. ming@weaverhouse.onom g‘-‘.:.’_q.‘g - e TELEPHONE: 01270 2&117 n s
wwwweaverhouse.couk TNVESTOR TN PROP1F R - Jlﬂl I!ﬂl‘ th- m ‘Iﬂl &mm !s‘iﬁﬂﬂ

Looking for a
Hire ( “?‘goj; Van?

Choose from our
2 wide range of

s and maintained

“—
W —
A PEOPLE RS

|zafira | £99 %

‘At Prestige People Carriers we provide the highest Earapeas Covir vailabis

- standard of service for all of your corporate, - - P ke

. sporting and lcisure events. From single to the For dcml_ls of these & many other
_ group traveller — choose from our superbly amazing offers call Ann on

presented vehicles and drivers. 01270 507 7%4
z 5 A ‘c 3 e s " Www.grasmere.co.u
1_ Smdeen e et b Grasmere g

 Web: www.prestigepeoplecarriers.com

MACON WAY, CREWE CW1




academy

Important Announcement For
Crewe Alexandra Supporters.

YOU ARE REMINDED THAT OUR LAST HOME GAME OF THE SEASON
AGAINST CARDIFF CITY IS DESIGNATED ALL TICKET AND THERE
WILL BE NO SALES ON MATCH DAY.IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY

HELPFUL TO THE FOOTBALL CLUB IF YOU CAN PICK UP YOUR PRE-

BROUGHT TICKETS PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE GAME.

TICKETS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE TO THOSE SUPPORTERS, WHO HAVE
A CUSTOMER NUMBER, SEASON TICKET HOLDERS WHO ARE
WISHING TO PURCHASE MORE TICKETS AND THOSE IN OUR
MEMBERSHIP SCHEME.THE DEADLINE HAS NOW PASSED FOR
ISSUING NEW CUSTOMER NUMBERS.
PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY HOME SUPPORTERS PURCHASING
TICKETS FOR AWAY SUPPORTERS WILL BE BANNED FROM THE
ALEXANDRA STADIUM FOR FUTURE MATCHES.WE WILL TRACE ANY

MISUSE OF MATCH TICKETS.

Home & Away Kit Bargam Booze,

Hungerford Road
Boots The McDermott Family
Dave Brammer
Homie & Away Kit Boots  Kindertons Accident Managest
Dave Walton
Boots —AnplaClacke
Rodney Jack
Home & Away Kit Hill Side Vetetinary Centre
Boats Andy, Warren & Ashley

Scoffin :
Rob Huise
Baots Sponsored by Hogman,
3 Winning ¥ the ims
Stephen Foster
Home B Away Kt Bools  Sundon RoadReds
David Vaughan
Home Kit “The Welsh Aler’
Away Kit Sandbach Travelling Ajex
Boots Jukis, Helea and Tom Schofield

Sandbach Travelling Alex Home Kit “The Pheenix Nights Crewe”
boots “The Three Musizetbeers” Colia Littie
Rob Hulse Boots : __ Sponsored by MAD
Ay Kit > Sandbach Traveliing Alex Clayton [nce
Chris McCready Boots Andy, Warren & Ashiey
Amay Kit Sandbach Tavelfing Alex Seatfin
Kenny Lunt Gloves o laurgand Kabe Niriham
Away ¥it & Boots John Ford and All the Lads Lez Bell
3t Ideai Standards Boots Phillips, Jackson, Batley
z Middiewich ! and Skadfs.
Neil Sorvel DarioGradi  TheMexFxies
Awczy Kit Sandbach Tiavelfng Alex Steve Jones
Dean Ashton boots ‘The Pie-Horters’
Home Kit Sandhach Travelling Alex Dawid Wright
Crickat Team, boots St Netly, Kes, Anf and Lauea
Vic Club Holmes Chapel Paul Tierney
Boots Spansorad by Hogman, Home Kit Cruize Limousines
& Naialia and Callan Tel 01270 509438
George Bankole boats = _ Wwwpiehuterscom
Away Kit U Hjerm Steve Walker
Boots Rab Hall Training Kit, Boots wirn pishuniers com

~ O www.crewealex.net




PLAY PAINTBALL || Aged 27 to 652

Good Character?
Sound Judgement?
Reliable?
Aware of
Community Issues
in your locality?

Ever thought
Set in 120 acres of Staffordshire woodland Of beco min 9

10 varied game areas including The Fort,Village, a \i ag istrate?
Speedball and Barrel Hyperball

Packages from as little as £20 per person

For an Information Pack call
01782 550371
www.questpaintball.com

For more information
and an application form

Quest Paintball, Broad Oak Estate,
Telephone: 01244 602213
Kingsley Moor. Stoke-on-Trent, ST10 2EL R S e e e ien

mike summers, midfield generat
for the dog and duck b K

Solutions I

ENGINEERING LTD.

Unit B, Plantation Road,
Newstead Industrial Estate,

Trentham, Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffs. ST4 8HQ

For the bes! selaction of temporary and permanent Telephone: 01782 657000

employment in the following industries:
Industrial - Office - Transport - Engineering - Catering Fax:01782 646313

TRA Visit our branch

OERSOMNEL 11 Victoria Centre, Crewe

01270 655000

A plsson r-"""'(d-’(
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ticket news
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BARNSLEY V CREWE QUEENS PARK RANGERS Y : CREWE ALEXANDRA V CARDIFF
ALEXANDRA 21.04.03 - CREWE ALEXANDRA 26.04.03 CiTY 03.05.03
Kick Off 3pm Kick Off 3pm : Kick Off 3pm
Tickets are on sale here or you can Tickets are on sale at the club This game is a designated All Ticket
pay on the tumnstiles Adults £16.00 Fixture; there will be no sales on
Aduits £16.00 Children / OAP £8.00 the day of the match to any
Children/OAP £9.00 Students £8.00 on Student ID supporters.
Coach Departs at 12noon is required This game is only on sale to
Priced at £8.00 Season Ticket Coach Departs at 10am supporters who have valid customer
Holders and £9.00 Non Season Priced at £14.00 Season Ticket numbers.
Ticket Holders Holders and £15.00 Non Season Standard pre-match prices apply:
Ticket Holders + £14 Adults « £11 OAP = £4.50

Student, Student tickels are only
available upon purchase of 2 £10
student membership. This can be
acquired through production of a

T AR /\ - valid student ID and recent
B Y passport sized photograph.
o /,(:f;\.' _;_} Q?l
.H"’j /:;‘ = = './‘:3{;-5;:::-::?_ %: * £3.50 U16.
o e

N o RN Y
@ ' B

\\ \“'\:‘,‘ ,'/
= /// =

ONLINE TICKETS

Match tickets are now available for online purchase.

In order to take advantage of this method of purchase you must register with the club.
You can do this by either sending an email to tickets@crewealex.net including your customer number or name, address and
postcode, quoting the subject ‘Register’. You can also do this by telephoning the ticket office on 01270 252610.
Onmwemoﬁvemurmqueslyaurmnﬁmaﬁonﬁllbeanailmmmwhemwu will be able to complete the registration
Ifticke!sarepurchamdddaysarnmpriutomemespondingﬁnummeywiilhemsmumwm. otherwise they will
remain at the club awaiting collection. Games will be removed from web sales on the moming of the fixture.

www.crewealex.net




Nationwide
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it tolget a biggersofa?
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Time for a Nationwide Personal Loan

Our lowest
rate ever

7.9%

APR FIXED

S www.nationwide.co.uk

Call us today for a quick decision e

Nationwide. Proud to be different

@ 0800 30 20 10 = gy or just call in

LOANS ARE SUBJECT TO AN APPLICANT'S FINANCIAL STANDING AND ARE AVAILABLE TO THOSE AGED 18 OR OVER. CREDIT FACILITIES
PROVIDED BY AND WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE FROM NATIONWIDE TRUST LIMITED, NATIONWIDE HOUSE, 20 LOWER DAGNALL
STREET, ST. ALBANS, HERTS AL3 4RR. NATIONWIDE TRUST IS A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONWIDE BUILDING SOCIETY.
PLEASE NOTE FOR VARIOUS LEGAL REGULATORY AND CUSTOMER SERVICE REQUIREMENTS YOUR CALL MAY BE RECORDED.



- club shop

AR L

Sweatshirts
Fitted T-Shirts
Jacquard T-Shirt
Woven Jacket
Rain Jacket
Woven Pants

Sweatshirts
Fitted T-Shirts
Woven Jacket
Rain Jacket

Woven Pants

All sizes now £6

Third Kit shorts

All sizes now £10

£30.99
£23.50
£18.99
£38.00
£38.00
£27.00

Childrens 2002/2003 Training Wear

£20.99
£16.00
£28.00
£29.99
£19.99

Home shorts 2001/02 -

‘Calling All Bargain Hunters’

Adults 2002/2003 Training wear

‘Offical Crewe Alexandra
training tops now
reduced in the Club Shop
sale. Call in today.’

2 £ www.crewealex.net
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Feet Work U
Member of B
Tyre Manzgement
Competuve Rates
Faong & Baancng
Whee! Algnment

Punctures Repaired

Crewe '!Zre & Exha

Derty Street (O West

{ “ *L
..."f‘r\“““ﬁ __..k ;

s
available on request

s . . BFGoodrich

JemIcHELIN P
©GOODYEAR @ UNIROYAL <%~
®DUNLOP e PIRELL
® BRIDGESTONE

® CONTINENTAL _

s s

LT

NGErEnEn

et

01270 255966

OPEM: Monday-Friday 8.45am-5 30pm; Saturday 8 45am-4pm

FRAMES [00O

29 MARKET STREET, CREWE
TEL: 01270 257700

Specialist framers of football shirts,
pennants, medals & memorabilia

Stockists of oil, watercolour and pastel
paintings & limited edition prints

10% discount on framing on

production of this programme
Offer limited to one per customer

ST1 lap dancing club
morloy street
hanley

stoke on trent
st1 dez

01782 260300

monday
- 2am wednesday
thursday & saturday

- 2am friday

\lap dancing

ROAR - STRICTLY OVER 18's




SPORTS
RAILTRACK I £ ¥7 " 4
MATCH

SAFETY IS OUR GOAL

Telephone - 01270 216682 l

Sunday Table Foothall Competition

alexandra
soccer centre

THE ALEXANDRA
SOCCER CENTRE HELD
A SUNDAY TABLE
FOOTBALL
COMPETITION AT
SMALLWOOD PRIMARY
SCHOOL.THE WHOLE
SCHOOL TOOK PART IN
THE EVENT.IT WAS
FIRSTTO A TWO-GOAL
KNOCKOUT AND THE
WINNER WENT ONTO
REPRESENT CREWE AT
THE AREAS FINALS
HELD AT OLDHAM
ATHLETIC.

The staff at the
Alexandra Soccer Centre
would like to thank the
staff for letting the children
lake part in this event, and
all the pupils for making it
such an exciting and
enjoyable day.

Name: Sam Mountfield : - Name: Luke Gillan

School: ¥ . N School: Broad Street Infants.
Powell's School in Cirencester g, -l Age: 7 on the 23rd April

Age: 7 ' : Hobbies: Football

Hobbies: Football 3 : Favourite player; Dean Ashton
Favourite Players: ‘A Additional info:

Sodje and Dean Ashton Member of the Junior Alex squad.

Fnoy the freedom and
flexibihey of a rental car
with the assurunce of
RED Jes SERVICE. -

we're just around

the coracr A VIS 3
Visit us or call . J

Crowe 01271 SIKASS - We try harder.

@ Avis recommmends Vauxhall cars Vaurhall Core

www.crewealex.net




gresty’s page

BY GRESTY THE LION

Your Support Has Been Fabulous But We Need More

A WARM WELCOME TO EVERYONE WHO HAS MADE
THE TRIP TO THE ALEXANDRA STADIUM FOR THIS
AFTERNOON'S CLASH WITH SWINDON TOWN.WITH
THE SEASON DRAWING TO A CLOSE, THE ALEX NEED
TO KEEP THE CHASING PACK AT BAY AND TRY AND
SNATCH THAT SECOND AUTOMATIC PLACE AHEAD
OF THE LIKES OF OLDHAM, BRISTOL CITY AND
CARDIFF CITY.

It was great to see 50 many of you at Bloomfield Road

and | hope that just as many of you are prepared to g0
along and support the boys at Bamnsley on Easter Monday
and then again in London for the difficult QPR encounter
The players were overwhelmed with the support at

lackpool and then at home to Bristol City last Tuesday.
The support you generate is fantastic and helps us to win
games. Please make the effort to come and cheer the
lads on.

Thank You From Irene Edwards Appeal Group

The Irene Edwards Appeal Group would like to thank everyone at Crewe Alexandra Football Club who kindly donated a
total of £570.02 when Stockport County visited Gresty Road. Please let the supporters know how much we appreciate
their generosity in support of the Christie’s Against Cancer Appeal.

Barcelona

Now amvmg in Crewe

Leon Cupra 1.8 20V T 180 Bhp
0-60 in 7.7 seconds

E L. C. Charles

Third Avenue. Weston Road,

01270 507040 ce'sise

The new name for SEAT in Cheshire

Old Shaky Legs

| would just like to let everyone know that me legs
are now on the mend after completing all 26.2 miles of
the London Marathon iast weskend. | would like to
thank everyone for all the support in helping me raise
awareness for Greater London Fund For The Blind. They
provide hielp for Soldiers who have lost their sight and
help those who are blind to develop new skills and find
new jobs.

For the record | did the rur in 5 hours 45 minutes
and have raised £1,500 so far.

Name: Josh Britton

Age: 9

School: Akrotini Primary Schoot in Cyprus
Favourite Town Player: Sam Parkin
Additional Info: Josh is over here for Easter
with his mum, brother Jack and sister Cerys
to see his family.




from the archives
BY HARDLD FINCH Club Historian

‘THAT MEANT THAT NINE FULL LEAGUE GAMES
HAD BEEN COMPLETED WITHOUT A GOAL SCORED

FOR CREWFE’

Memories Of A Frustrating Time

SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS HAPPY
WHEN THEY SEE THEIR TEAM
SCORING GOALS,WHETHERIT IS
JUST ONE,WHICH ON MANY
OCCASIONS HAS BEEN SUFFICIENT
EITHER TO SAVE A POINT OR EVEN
WIN A GAME. ON THE OTHER HAND,
GOALKEEPERS ALWAYS FEEL GOOD
WHENEVER THEY HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO KEEP A CLEAN SHEET.IN
THIS CURRENT SEASON, CLAYTON
INCE HAS PLAYED A MAJOR PART
IN SEEING THE CLUB SETUP A
NEW RECORD OF CLEAN SHEETS
IN A SEASON, HIS OTHER HOPE IS
THAT THE CLUB ACHIEVE
PROMOTION.

Season 1974/75 was one when the
club hoped to improve on the previous
one, 1873/74 when after finishing in
21st position they had to apply for re-
election once again. Happily they were
successtul and league footbzll was still
available to our fans at Gresty Road.

New singings, Eric Snookes from
Preston North End, Ray Carter from
Chester and Dennis Nelson from
Dunfermline all played in the opening
game of the season and Hughie Reed
ex-Plymouth came on as 2 substitute.
No goals from the newcomers but
Bernard Purdie and Chris Duffey each
scored to give us a 2-1 away win at
Bradford City.

It was a good start for the Alex
especially in the League Cup, for, after
beating Wrexham 1-0 at the Racecourse
Ground they were drawn at home to
Birmingnam City. Home fans were
delighted as they won 2-1 and were
next rewarded by another home tie, this
time it was Aston Villa. A hard earned
2-2 draw saw the club travelling to Villa
Park where a late Villa goal ended that
cup run. Geoff Crudington, our keeper
played against his former club in that
particular game. The Villa fans had
given him a good reception for his
pertormance,

By this time the frustrating period
was almaost upon us, for, following that
defeat at Villa we lost 2-0 away at

' www.crewealex.net

Chester, beat Exeter City 2-1 and then
in the following game against
Cambridge United it ended in 2 goalless
graw,

Saturday 2nd November 1974 gave
the Alex a home fixture with
Scunthorpe. At this stage of the season
there had been some changss in the
playing staff. Chris Duffey had been
transferred to Bury on 23rd October and
a week later Hughen Riley also went to
Bury for a fee of £3,000. Coming in
were Steve Melledew and Charlie
Gisbourne. Both thesa players were in
the line-up who played out a 1-1 draw.
The significance of Melledews inclusion
was the fact that he scored the Crewe
goal.

That particular goa! was to be the
last one he scored for quite a pernod of
time. Exeter City away on the 6th
November were the first to deny us a
goal in a2 2-0 defeat. A welcome point
in a 0-0 draw at home to Southport, a
narrow defeat at Stockport then a 3-0
reverse al Northampton.

That now takes us in December
1974, which was to start with a2 1-0
defeat by Rochdale, then a 0-0 draw,
also at home to Workington. Three more
defeats 1-0 at Darlington. 2-0 at home
to Mansfield Town and a 3-0 defeat at
Workington. That meant that nine full
league games had been completed
without a goal scored for Crewe but
conceding 13. It posed the question —
When would the goal drought end?

Thie answer was provided one week
later on the 4th January 1975 when
Gerry Humphrey's scored our only goal
in a 1-0 win over Reading. At the end
of January, Harry Gregg took over as
manager and although we failed to
score on a few occasions, there was to
be no repeat of that long goalless speil.

In all, out of the complete season,
Crewe had failed to score in 21 league
games. Despite that lack of goal power,
the Alex did not have to apply for re-
election; they finished in 18th position
in the league table. Quite a contrast for
the scoring record of the team this

* Jason Kearlon heid
the clean-sheets record for his
shut-outs in our promotion season of 1997

season, We sometimes use the
expression ‘those were the days — not
always.”



Win £750
at @ P.Williams

Agfa/Kodak APS & 35mm Films

FILM DEALS -
35mm 24exp film
only £1.39 or 5
for £5.00

TRAVEL

106 Nantwich Road, Crewe,
Cheshire CW2 GAT

vour No.1

INDEPENDENT A.B.T.A.
LATE BOOKING SPECIALIST

Call NOW!!

Thousands of deals available
for August, September & October!

Tel: 01270 500880

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

14 Stock LANE
SHAVINGTON. CREWE,
CHESHIRE. CW2 5ED

ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL
WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES

Proprietor:
Kevin Westwood

Tel: 01270 666663
Mobile: 0831 680977

www.connexions-cw.co.uk

cQnnexions

The Best it o Mie for svery young pence

Personal Advisors will offer help, support and advice to young
people aged 13-13 on a range of iIssues

Need to talk through a problem
or make a major decision?

Nobody to discuss it with?

A& Personal Advisor will help you with
Relationships families, sexuality and bullying

Health drugs, alcohol, smoking and staying healthy
Money grants, benefits and dealing with debt
Work jobs, training and leaming new skills

Education making important choices

Call into your local Connexions Centre
44/46 Victoria Street, Crewe
or ring Freephone 0800 980 9877

To join in a free draw for a ticket to a game,
please take this advert along with you




alison’s news

EY ALISON BOWLER Marketing Manager

Crewe Looking For Repeat Atmosphere

TODAY WE WILL BE LOOKING TO
PUT THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF
TUESDAY NIGHT'S RESULT BEHIND
US. SWINDON TOWN ARE THE
VISITORS TO GRESTY ROAD THIS
AFTERNOON AND IF MEMORY
SERVES ME RIGHT THEY MISSED A
FEW CHANCES WHEN WE
TRAVELLED TO THE COUNTY
GROUND BACK IN CHILLY
DECEMBER.WE RAN 0OUT 3-1
WINNERS ON THAT OCCASION BUT
SWINDON DID CARVE OUT A
NUMBER OF CHANCES THAT
COULD HAVE ALTERED THE END
RESULT QUITE DRASTICALLY IF
THEY HAVE BROUGHT THEIR
SHOOTING BOOTS WITH THEM!
WHAT 1 GUESS I'M SAYING IS THAT
TODAY'S GAME WILL BE ANOTHER
DIFFICULT TEST FOR US AND
DARIO AND THE PLAYERS KNOW
THAT NOTHING LESSTHAN A
HOME WIN WILL DO.

Tuesday night was one of our most
difficult in the run-in and it could prove
to be a valuable point in the long run.
Bristol City were a fine team and a
draw was probably a fair result
considenng that both sides shared

possession. Chances were rather |limited
though and it would have been unfair
for either side to lose it late on.
Everyone was disappointed by the
result and the second half performancs,
but there is still a long way to go and
our rivals face some tricky matches
before the end of the season. One thing

is for sure it’s going to be exciting and
more than interesting!

Thanks for the great support at both
Biackpool a2nd on Tuesday evening. It
was ternific and I'm sure everyone
would love a repeal of those two
atmospheres this evening.

A o
Crewe won 3-1 a1 the

Congratulations To Our Lefties

Our congratulations go to youngster David Vaughan, who collected
ancther Welsh Under-21 cap for his recent performance against

\zerbaijan on March 28th.

David was presented with his Intemational cap before Tuesday

night's encounter against Bristol City. Hopefully, it won't be too lon
before the Crewe midfieider will be picking up his first full-cap as
part of Mark Hughes’ hugely improved squad

Our gratulations also g0 tG our on-lcan star Paul Tierney, who

was a

www.crewealex.net

rt of the Republic of Ireland Under-21 squad. Hopsfully,
Pzul will be back in action for us shortly.




Community Shield Donation

Crewe Alexandra Football Club
have donated their FA Community
Shield monies to their two chosen
charities, Hope House and Springfield
School. We visited Springfield School
last week to make a donation of
£4,050 to the children and staff of
the local school. I'm pictured
presenting two of the pupils with a
cheque and | must thank them all for
making our visit such an exciling day.

- Hope House Children's Hospice

™ Maal Larn Medd Nr Sgergtrr Shrupabers §YIF VN

Corporate Hospitality — Sold Out

THE BEST BURGERS
BUY FAR

The Earl Of Crewe

The Earl Of Crewe, situated
on Nantwich Road now does
one of the best food menus in
the region. We know because
we had tasted the popular
‘recovery breakfast’ on more
than one occasion. The relaxing
venue offers great entertain-
ment throughout the week and

Pi note that all corporate hospitality for the visit of Cardiff City is sold (O es e 36 ppOren

ease vi iff City s ;

out. This extends 1 all Gold and Silver membership as well. There is who pop in, they are offering

absolutely nothing left in terms of pre-match entertainment I'm afraid. if you you the chance of converting a

are interested in any kind of corporate membership, match or match ball double burger into a staggering

sponsorship, programme, kil sponsorship or web site advertising for next triple burger if you show them

season please contact us at the Football Club on 01270 213014 ext 113. this matchday programme.

My thanks goes to every company and individual, who has supported Crewe Make 3 dav of it and gt -

Alexandra this season. a ‘ea Y08 5. 300 L Your
self in the Earl.

www.crewealex.net




question & answer

Stefan Oakes —‘In The Shop Window’

THIS WEEK, STEFAN O0AKES
EXTENDED HIS STAY AT CREWE
UNTIL THE END OF THE SEASON.
THE ON-LOAN LEICESTER CITY
MIDFIELDER HAS BECOME A FIRM
FAVOURITE WITH THE
SUPPORTERS AND THE PLAYERS
DURING HIS SPELL WITH THE
CLUB AND EVERYONE WAS
DELIGHTED THAT HE AGREED TO
HELP US IN OUR BID FOR
PROMOTION.WE CAUGHT UP WITH
THE LEFT-SIDED MIDFIELDER AND
ASKED HIM HOW HIS FIRST
MONTH HAD GONE.

HOW HAVE YOU FOUND YOUR FIRST
MONTH WITH US?

I've loved my time here so far and
I'm looking forward to helping the club
to a possible promotion. The lads have
been brilliant and | settled in very
quickly and | didn't really think twice
about staying here until the end of the
season.

YOU MUST BE PLEASED THAT YOUR
FORMER CLUB LEICESTER ARE ON
THE BRINK OF A RETURN TO THE
TOP FLIGHT, BUT THINGS HAVE
BEEN TOUGH FOR YOU THERE?

Of course, it will be great if Leicester
are promoted and | will go and see the
lads when they hopefully achieve that
but when you are not involved you tend
to feel like a bit of an outsider. If | was
still at Leicester, | wouldn't be involved
at all and | would much rather be here
than seeing out my contract playing
reserve football.

DESPITE THEIR SUCCESS ON THE
FIELD, IT HAS BEEN A
TROUBLESOME TIME FOR
LEICESTER OFF THE FIELD?

Leicester spent too much money on
contracts and the new stadium killed us
financially. It all went pear-shaped,
especially with us being relegated from
the Premier League but they are my
hometown club and I'm delighted they
look like getting back in the top flight
again.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL,YOU ARE

www.crewealex.net

‘I WOULD LOVE TO SIGN FOR CREWE

BUT 1 WANT TO BE PLAYING IN THE

FIRST DIVISION.

OUT OF CONTRACT IN THE
SUMMER AND LOOK LIKE MOVING
ON?

Yeah that's nght. I'm out of contract
at Leicester and | know that I'm not in
Mickey Adams’ plans so it will be time
for me to move on and have a change.
Playing for Crewe puts me in the shop
window and hopefully | will get a
contract somewhere in the summer,
WOULD YOU FANCY A PERMANENT
MOVE 70 SOUTH CHESHIRE?

Obviously, | would love lo sign for
Crewe but | want to be playing in the
First Division and testing myself in that
division. To be honest I've not really had

chance to think about it and I've not
spoken to Dario or anybody about the
possibility, but you never know. I'll just
take one step at 2 time and see where |
am in the summer.

WITH THE FINANCIAL STRAIN
WITHIN THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE
WAGES WILL BE TAKING A
TUMBLE?

Everyone wants to earmn a5 much
money as possible but | know that I'll
have to take a drop in wages wherever |
£0. I'll have to meet that when | come
to it. The wages are going to come
down for everyone, except for those top
players like your Beckhams and Owens.

Stefan Oakes




make sure |
you score
with the

the new CAFC savings AC a d ala

account that will help |
you support Crewe's TR
Junior Academy and A C C O
which gives an excellent
return for your savings

l g::let;’ e oTos AL ark all new accounts opened between :

2nd April and 30th April will auto-
matically be entered into the draw -

* Earn interest for yourself and we’ll the wanner of which will receive 3
give Crewe Alexandra Football Club a shirt signed by all the players ase

cash sum too. st e apoly .

*» CAFC will receive 1% of the average total
balance in the account during the year.

* A tiered rate of interest so the more you
invest, the better the rate of interest.

* Instant access to your money - you can
withdraw up to £500 or larger amounts
by cheque at any Cheshire branch.

* Add to your account whenever you wish.

* You can make up to six instant access
penalty free withdrawals per calendar

» No closure penalty. Opening an account is simple!
*AER stands for Annual Equivalent Rate and Bctstel whal the ke 1. At your local Cheshire branch -
o e v 08D Berk S0 Tasds i L Crewe:. 01270 214418
without notice ' 3 Sandbach: 01270 761128
Nantwich: 01270 623263

Crewe: 27 Victoria Street CW1 2JG. 01270 214418
Alsager: 01270 877329

Sandbach: 14 Penda Way CW11 0GQ. 01270 761128 9

Nantwich: 25 High Street CW5 SAH. 01270 623263 2. Our Customer Contact Centre -

Alsager: 10 Crewe Road ST7 2ES. 01270 877329 0800 243 278

Head Office: Castie Street, Macclesfield SK11 6AF
BAM - 8PM WEEKDAYS, 9AM - 4PM SATURDAYS

Cheshire Building Society s a member of the Building Societies Assaciation and the ; :

Financial Services Compensation Scheme. It is also 3 member of the Financial ;f,;?,:;g:ezn; 1::;:1;;?;” et
Omburdsman Service, the General Insurance Standards Council and subscribes 1o The =
Banking Code and The Mortgage Code. Cheshire Building Society is requlated by 3. Online at
the Financial Services Authority for investment business. Advice and products offered

will relate only to those of the Society and Norwich Union Marketing Group. WWW. th eches hl re.co.u k




Callingall
Alex fans

If you're thinking of buying
a car this ad could be worth |

£200

Cctll intoLC Charles For the best deal on a new or used SEAT or Volkswagen Bnng thss udveﬂ \mufh you and
umrtonyowp:halmcandqudlfyforanmﬂoocﬁmuﬂorﬂmmhdfkﬁiwm
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OFFICE SUPPLIES

Ltd

Take the initiative this year with the NEW and exciting range of initiative Office Products.
Launched this year, the initiative brand offers your company the opportunity to revitalise the
working environment with an innovative and eye catching range of quality office products

o R R y OFFICE FURNITURE OFFICE SUPPLIES
Will YQU be takmg TN | ¢ Large Showroom » Same Day Service

* Massive Range ¢ Unbeatable Prices

the nitiative ==, e

‘this year 9 * After Sales Support * Free Parking
' > CHOICE » VALUE » SERVICE

CREWE STOKE-ON-TRE
TEL: 01270 256891 TEL: 01782 280250
FAX: 01270 505029 FAX: 01782 280271

Head Office: First Avenue, Weston Road, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 6BG
www.doveys.co.uk




former greats

Crewe Welcome Former Greats

CREWE ALEXANDRA FOOTBALL
CLUB WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME
FORMER PLAYERS FRANK
BLUNSTONE, DAVID BOYLE AND
JOHNNY KING TO THE ALEXANDRA
STADIUM.ALL THREE FORMER
GREATS ARE SPECIAL GUESTS OF
THE CLUB FOR TODAY'S GAME
AGAINST SWINDON AND I'M SURE
YOU WILL GIVE THEM A
FANTASTIC RECEPTION WHEN
THEY MAKE AN APPEARANCE ON
THE PITCH BEFORE KICK-OFF.
Frank Dale has helped organise the
presentation of this rare team
pholograph to the chairman John
Bowler, and we thank him for his
assistance over the past couple of

weeks. | hope our former players had
an enjoyable day with us and we look
forward to seeing them and more Crewe
Alexandra favountes at Gresty Road
next season,

Frank Blunstone was born in Crewe
in 1534 and he went on to make 48
appearznces for his hometown club
before joining Chelsea in 1952. He was
captain of the Blues for the day when
Crewe famously defeated them 2-1 at
Stamford Bridge in a FA Cup game in
January 1961 .Frank also made five
appearances for England from 1955-
57.

David Boyle was born in North
Shields in 1929 and joined the club
from Barnsley in 1952. In his one

season at the club, David made 35
appearances, scoring three goals before
moving on to Chesterfield.

Johnny King is arguably one of the
finest players ever to play for Crewe
Alexandra. Born in Wrenbury in 1932,
King made 226 appearances for Crewe
between 1950-66, scoring 60 goals for
the Railwaymen before moving on to
Stoke City.

Everyone would also like to send
their condolences to the family and
friends of former Alex player Roy
‘Nipper' Walton who sadly passed away
recently. Roy lived locally and made 12
appearances for the club in the early
50s.

R e

.
et T e

c‘ﬂ_“‘! ALEXANDRA F.8 —Lafr to right (standing): A Capper (trainiel, Messary, Mould, Lras Xatly, Parkae (W.D, Murshy: saacs
R v MeGuigan, Ldmardy, Colterch -Bogle, Blunstaone. lasel; Waddinglsa

www.crewealex.net



the editor’s say
BY ROB WILSON

Haven’t We Been Here Before?

DURING THEIR HISTORY, CREWE ALEXANDRA FOOTBALL CLUB HAVE HAD TO ENDURE MANY HIGHLY
PRESSURISED GAMES WHERE PROMOTION OR RELEGATION CAN BE DECIDED OVER A 90-MINUTE SPELL. WITH
JUST FOUR GAMES T0 GO THIS SEASON, EVERY ONE OF THEM IS NOW TREATED AS AN INDIVIDUAL CUP FINAL
WHERE NOTHING LESS THAN A VICTORY WILL DO. BOTH MENTALITY AND PHYSICALLY, THE DECISIVE RUN-IN
TAKES ITS TOLL WITH THE FIXTURES COMING THICK AND FAST WITH A WHOLE SEASON'S WORK DECIDED OVER
A HANDFUL OF GAMES. BUT HEY FROM THESE RECENT EXAMPLES WE HAVE BEEN IN THIS SITUATION MANY
TIMES BEFORE AND HANDLED THE PRESSURE QUITE NICELY THANK YOU.

TRANMERE 89’

With both sides going for promotion in 1989, this memorable

encounter at Prenton Park was always going to be a cagey affair. Due to
crowd congestion the kick-off time was delayed for 20 minutes and
with other results going in our favour a draw was sufficient to see both
clubs promoted to the old Third Division. As news filterad through that
Leyton Orient, Scarborough or Scunthorpe could not catch us, ourselves

and Tranmere played 'keep ball’ to rival that of the Germans and

Austrians in the World Cup of 1982!

BRENTFORD 97

Arguably the club’s finest hour saw Crewe produce one
of their finest displays of the 1997 season. How we only
defeated Brentford 1-0 at Wembley remains a mystery to

this day. it s no
exaggeration to
suggest that we

4 could have had

- five and Colin
Little could have
had a Wembley
hat-trick. in the
end, it took a
defender, Shaun
Smith, to show
the forwards how
it is done by
lashing home the
winner into the
top corner
following Steve
Macauley’s knock
down. Crewe
were in the First
Division for the
first time in their
history.

www.crewealex.net

PORTSMOUTH 99’

An appalling run of 18 games without a win had
seen Crewe in the bottom three for much of the season
and we were obviously everyone’s favourites for the drop
until Dario and the players performed their remarkable
Houdini act to pull us out of the mire. A Seth Johnson
goal against Bristol City condemped them and not us to
relegation while 2
tremendous 2-1 win at
promotion seeking
Ipswich set us nicely for
this home encounter
with Portsmouth. We
simply blitzed them in
the first-half and thanks
to a Super Col brace
and a free-kick from
Shaun Smith we went in
at the interval 3-0 up.

Pompey pulled one back
in the second-half but it
mattered not as the
three points meant we
somehow preserved our
First Division status. We
enjoyed the trip 1o
Huddersfield didn't we?




BARNSLEY 2000’

Another difficuit season at the
bottom of the First Division saw
Crewe needing to defeal Bamnsley at
Ozkwell on the final day of the
season fo be absolutely sure of
staying up. It seems quile remarkable
that Bamnsley were in fact going for
promotion to the Premier League!
Anyway, Crewe cruised o victory at a
stunned Oakwell with midfielder Neil
Sorvel opening the scoring with a2
stunning volley on 55 minutes and
then a young pup named Hulse
sprung off the bench to score his first
goal for the club. Crewe's immense
victory assured us of First Division
football for another season and
Walsall's defeat to Ipswich put it
beyond any doubt.

BOLTON 01’

One of the most memorable
games of recent times. No, not
the one when Rodders
destroyed Bolton in their own
back yard, but the time Dean
Ashton and Rob Hulse emerged
as a real force up against the
experience of Gudni Bergsson
and Colin Hendry. The
youngsters tormented them
throughout the game and both
fittingly scored in our 2-1
victory. Hulse’s far post header
from a Phil Charnock cross was
one of the finest of his career
and a confident Ashton drove
home a Iast minute free-kick to
give us 53 points with four
games still to play. It was a
vintage Crewe performance
against a side, who would go up
that season via the play-offs.

FOREST 02

Crewe were 2-0 down at the City
Ground and their First Division
status was ebbing away with every
minute that passed. Then, suddenly
out of nowhere, we produced a
compounding and compelling finish
that so neariy saw us achieve the
unthinkable and win us the game.
Our attacking play was relentless in
the closing stages and we
thoroughly deserved to claw the two
goais back first through Jack and
then through a2 Hulse bullet header,

Two goals in four minutes had
given us a lifeline and we still had
eight minutes to find a desperate
winner. No one who travelled to the
Trent that day could fault the
players for effort. Even the Forest
supporters applauded us off at the
end and they were as shocked as us
when the scoreboard churned out
the cruel resuits to suggest that we
would be relegated baring a goal
glut a2gainst Rotherham. It was a
cruel way to go, but a fine
performance considering the
circumstances,

www.crewealex.net




IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Kindertons
Accident
Maonagement

OPPONENTS F-A  COMP ATT. POS.

SatAug 10 Northampton Town Away 1-1 D2 5694
~ : : Tue Aug 13 Notts County Home 03 02 6141 20
tl . SatAug 17  Coichester United Home 20 D2 5138 14
SatAug 24 Huddersheld Awyy - D2 8467 16
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION 2 gﬁﬂ ST - m‘: S m
As of 16,0403 SatSept 7  Chesterfield Home 00 D2 583 5
P XN D L GOPS  joepin Potvae May 20 WC 375 -
2 ElE O T R TR By PR AL
- A Tue Sept 17 Wycombe Wanderers Awzy 21 174 4%m 5
3 Cari C“Y .28 10 8 2 B ool e Rovers Home 20 D2 685 &
6 OFR 2.8 10 10 20 B oyons  Quens PakRamgers Home 20 02 7682 5
9 Plymouth 21583 U 3 8B 2042 Maashed Away 4D LNV 1874 6
10 Biackpool 2. 15 11 16 4 55 oot PotVaie Mway 21 D2 6314 6
11 Cﬂlcheﬂﬁ 42 13 15 14 ‘] 54 TUSOC‘IZQ {mm m ﬁ'l Bz Eﬂm 6
12 Notts County 2 12 16 U 5 82 Wigan Athietc ay 02 02 0% 7
13 Swindon Town 42 13 12 17 -4 51 SatNov9  Brentiord Home 21 02 5653 5
14 Brentford 2 13 11 18 9 %0 TueNov 11 Blackpool Home 20 LDVVT 2‘600 5
15 Wycombe 2 13 10 19 6 45 o piis PotVale Mway 10 FACupIstR 5507 5
16 Port Vale 2 13 10 19 .15 48 ol Biackpoo kil 4 02 7019 5
}; g;‘;g“ . :f i? ]94 ‘Eg ‘; 5 SatNov3) Brstol Ciy May 22 D2 12585 5
0 s 2 1 13 18 a3 45  StDec?  Mansfeld Town Home 30 FACup2ndR 4563 -
ey . 3 Toe Dec 10 Doncaster Rovers Home 80 LDVVans 2189 -
20 Chesterfizid 2 13 7 22 -26 46 SatDec 14 Bamsley Home 2.0 0 5633 5
21 Cheltenham 2 9 18 17 -1 83 SatDec?l S e P 2 02 "957 5
22 Huddersfield (VI T I Mot~ m"""’“m' o Mg W B sin =
23 Mansheld Town 42 11 7 24 -3 & SunDec 23 Oidham Athled AR T 02 QIWG 5
24 Narthampton 210 8 20 N3 el MickdiTem Home 20 02 691 5
Satland  Bournemouth Away 00 FACep3dR 7252 -
APPEARANCES & GOALS Satlan11  Coichester United Awzy  2-] D2 2949 5
B i ks B :‘;";;m vt oms  Telanl4  Boumemouth Home 1-3Pens FACup 4580 2
1 Ademoia Bsnicie T¥l -1 - - ] SatJan 18 Huddersfeld Town Home 1-0. (174 5813 3
e e M e e . T ke Satian25  Oidham Athietic Away 31 D2 757 2
4 Weroy Lust I P 7 ¢ 1 Wed Jan 29  Shrewsbury Away 24 |DVVans 4645 2
5 Dme kann N_F- & =] o = Satfehl  Northampton Town Home 33 D2 6164 2
P e A4 : : Tefebd  Notts County Mmay 22 D2 3875 2
§ Dove Somner ¥ 2 T - Satfeb8  Brentford Away 21 D2 544 2
e A b — 1 21 SatFeb22 Chesterheld My 20 D2 3%% 2
11 Rodney iack HeZ 9 2 2 3.3 ' 3% SatFeb 25  Wigan Athietic Home  0-1 02 8917 2
. : Al SatMar1  Peterborough Unded Home 01 D2 5704 2
13 Gied Vaugham M4 3 . 1 - Tue Mar &  Wycombe Wanderers Home  4-2 D2 5398 2
15 Wae Cafies .. A, SatMar8  Tranmere Rovers Awzy 12 D2 8670 2
e R e e T ome 11 @ 815 2
18 Ows McCready §+2 - : - 1 - . . Tue Mar 18 Plymouth Arpyle Awzy 3-] D2 11711 2
o e i i > SatMar22  Luton Town Awzy 40 D2 6807 2
21 Pl ot o T e Sat Mar 29 Stockport County Home 10 02 733% 2
22 St lomims (GK -l - - - =y, F SatApr 12 Blackpool Away 140 02 763 2
* e s e s Toe Apr IS Bristol City Home 11 D2 7801 2
25 Jon Mies T - T 1 - %2 - Sat Apr 19 Swindon Town Home D2 -
B e e Mon Apr 21 Bamsiey Fowvay D2 -
25 Aty Wids 57 - g . s SatApr 26  Queens Park Rangers Away D2 -
25 Pad Tiemmey Med ¥ 2 - T SatMay3  Carddf City Home b2 -
31 Soefan Coles 2+3 = = = . . =
Opporesss - 1 .
GREENPAR!

www.crewealex.net
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ELCOME TO THE MORTAGE GROUP - CORNWALL HOUSE AND

UNIVERSAL MINERAL SUPPLIES TODAYS MATCH BALL SPONSORS
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Jddd JIIT . TITT AN o No annual fes
4818 . ~ ~
FAous 2370050 Saaszas o

£:52425 0 3 A o 0% P.4. wr
e Balance Transters, fixed for
six months from the date
your account is opened

19.9% APR

(variable)

Up to 59 days interest
free on retail purchases

, when you pay your
CARRY YOUR TEAM’S COLOURS WITH PRIDE citiait kiliice

Apply teday for the Crewe Alexandra FC Credit Card and reap the benefits for you and in full and on time
your Club. With ne annual fee, 0% [.a. for Balance Translers, fixed for six months or—

Irom the date your acceunt is opened, and an attractive 15.9% APR (variable), the
Crewe Alexandra FC Credit Card offers you the best support you could ever wish for
from a superior credit card,

What's mere, when your application is appreved, and each time your card is used for
retail purchases, MBNA Europe Bank Limited, the card's issuer, will make a
contribution te your Club — and it won't cest yeu a penny extra!

TO APPLY CALL FREE ON

© 0800 028 2440

Please quote NTD3

mmmmnmmumummummrmmmmmm

The Crewe Aizxandra FC Credft Card & issued by MBNA Europe Rank Limited, Registered Office: Stanshieid House. Chester Business Park Chester CHe 900G Registared m Engiand Numbs:
Z783251. The monthly MENA mterest rate on purchases i 1 2408%, equnvalent fo an APR ol 15.9% (varable). The monthly MBNA interest rate on batancs transters, cash transactons and
chegue transactions = 0.0000% fowed for sx months from the date your account & opaned, the squnaient p.a. for balance transfers and a rate of 1.5% p.a. for cast
Transactions and cheque transachons. Sx months from the date your account i opensd a monthly rate of 1 2408% equn ! . s 1o 3l tramsacteons. Interest
rates re caicuizied on the basss of 3 credd kma of £1.000, and the minimum monthy payment & the lesser of 2.25% of the outstandmg ba ( A the total sum of all of the
tolowing: cha or P, Protection Cover interest chargad on the statement, 2nd feas. phus £ There will be a handling charge for cash transacto cheque transactions of 1 5%
(vartable), (min 1 5) Balances cannot be transferred from another MBNA account 2t the promotional rate. Written quotations avaiksbie on reguest Credd & avasizble, subject 1o
status, only to UK resudents aged 18 or over. Some telsphone calls will bz monitored and/or recorded




MORE VENOM

EBOK STRIKEZONE.
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MANAGER Dario Gradi ' MANAGER Andy King

1 ADEMOLA BANKOLE B 1BART GRIEMINK R RS EE

2 DAVID WRIGHT W 2 GARETH EDDS LI Rerefee’s Asistant: § J Beatt

3 RICH“RB WALKER . 3 DEAN MAR"EY = ___. Rerefee’s Assistant. Mancox

4 KENNY LUNT B ' 4 MATTHEW HEWLETT [ 4th Officiy: D G Cooke

5 DAVE WALTON m 5ADAMWILLIS [ —
6 STEPHEN FOSTER B GANDYGURNEY = [k

7 COLIN LITTLE B 7KEITHO'HALLORAN ® ’

8 DAVE BRAMMER N 9 SAM PARKIN ®

9 ROB HULSE B 10STEFAN MIGILORANZI ®

10 DEAN ASHTON ® 11 DAVID DUKE L Conling Romly ‘Hakow

11 RODNEY JACK B 14 ERIC SABIN a Al LFE

12 NEIL SORVEL M 15DARRENDYKES = =y
13 CLAYTON INCE (GK) N 17 DANNY INVINCIBLE T Next match at Alexandra Stadium

14 DAVID VAUGHAN W 18 CRAIG FARR SRl 03/04/03 - Cardif City

16 EFE SODJE B 19 MATTHEW HEYWO0D m

17 STEVE JONES ® 21 DAVID BAMPTON ¥ [y e
18 CHRIS MCCREADY B 22 ALAN REEVES CRl 2110403 - Barmsley

19 BEN RIX = W 25 STEVE ROBINSON = |
20 LEE BELL B 26ALANYOUNG = —
21 PAUL EDWARDS B 27 NATHAN EDWARDS B T e e S
22 STUART TOMLINSON (GK) B 31 KEVIN HALLIDAY BB ot oiversal Mincred Siciben

23 ALEX MORRIS w

24 JAMES ROBINSON
25 JOHN MILES

26 MICHAEL HIGDON
27 ADAM YATES

29 PAUL TIERNEY

31 STEFAN DAKES

33 LUKE VARNEY

EJEI; RADIO STOKE

v ¥4
call us after lh‘ gaNE on

| .'.IL- C 0

. Crewe Alexandra Swindon Town

HALF-TIME SCORE '

FULL-TIME SCORE

all the odds for all the games
SCORERS -
BOCKINGS
— bookmakers |
SENDINGS OFF ‘ next to the Royal on Nantwich Rd.
2mins your seat |
ATTENDANCE

3 Nationwide| & | f
Crewe Alexandra Football Ciub promotes healthy lifestyles

We would be grateful if you would refrain from sr‘okmg in the Alexandra Stadium




